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But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, 
and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. (Acts 20:24) 
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A Clarification about Hyperdispensationalism & 
Two Radio Broadcasts You 

Don't Want to Miss 
 
Warmest greetings again in the Lord. Thanks for the 
positive feedback from the last e-letter on the importance 
of a dispensational understanding of the Bible. Let me 
appeal once again to send me further doctrinal or 
practical ramifications you have discovered when one 
does not embrace a classic dispensational understanding 
of the Bible. I would like to put this into a booklet for 
others to read and use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

   



 

A Clarification on Hyperdispensationalism 
(Mid-Acts Dispensationalism) 

  

I did receive an email asking me regarding the accuracy of my comments about hyperdispensationalism and 
its teaching that sinners were required to have “works” for eternal salvation or justification in the past. Here 
was my response to this question & objection: 
  
“Actually, the historical position of the Hypers is that under the Law works were definitely needed for 
justification before God. It was never faith alone until after Paul’s conversion and the “Mystery” was 
revealed. 
 
One of their founders, Cornelius Stam states in his book Things That Differ: “Whereas Peter at Pentecost had 
accused his hearers of crucifying Christ and had demanded repentance and baptism for the remission of sins 
(Acts 2:23, 36, 38), Paul proclaimed the crucifixion as good news.” (page 79) 
  
My comment: This not only misinterprets Acts 2:38 but demands works (Baptism) for salvation or 
justification. Not so—Ephesians 2:8-9. 
  
In addition, it is the historical position of Hyperdispensationalism that Galatians 2:7 is interpreted that 
Paul and Peter taught 2 different Gospels, instead of targeting 2 different people groups as Galatians 
2:8 explains. 
  
Sometimes HD teachers deny this claim of teaching salvation in the past by works but their reasoning 
is similar to the teaching of Lordship Salvation today which says in effect: “Salvation is by faith alone 
but genuine faith will express itself in good works. Otherwise, you do not have saving faith.” Thus, 
good works are not necessarily set forth as the condition for salvation but the guaranteed result of 
salvation. Yet in either case, good works are therefore absolutely necessary to ultimately go to 
Heaven, Paradise, or the presence of God. No good works = no salvation. 
  
Consider the following quotes: 
  
Thus, while the principles of God never change, His dispensations, His dealings with men, do change from 
time to time. This includes even the terms of acceptance with God. At first blood sacrifices were required (Gen. 



4:3; Heb. 11:4); then, later, circumcision was added (Gen. 17:14); then obedience to the whole Mosaic law 
was demanded (Ex. 19:5, 6; Rom. 10:5); then “the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins” (Mark 1:4; 
Acts 2:38) and today it is “To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly; his faith is 
counted for righteousness” (Rom. 4:5). Note carefully that while God refuses works for salvation today, 
He required them under other dispensations. This was not, as we have explained, because works in 
themselves could ever save, but because they were the necessary expression of faith when so required. 
—Cornelius R. Stam, Things that Differ (Chicago: Berean Bible Society, 1951), 28-29. 
  
[DR - Thus, HD teaches in the OT - no works = no salvation!] 
  
Men in every age have been saved simply by believing God and approaching Him in His appointed way. When 
works were required for salvation, they did not save as such, but only as the required expression of faith. With 
the Old Testament saints the bringing of the required sacrifices, etc., constituted “the obedience of faith.” 
—Cornelius R. Stam, Things that Differ (Chicago: Berean Bible Society, 1951), 41. 
  
[DR - Thus, HD teaches in the OT - no works = no salvation!]   
  
But the question arises, what would have happened had Abel refused to offer the kind of sacrifice which God 
had commanded, or had Noah refused to build an ark, or had the three thousand souls at Pentecost refused to 
be baptized? In the words of James, “Could that kind of faith save them?” In what sense could refusal to obey 
God be called faith? Surely such refusal would mean only one thing: unbelief. Faith and the works of faith are 
thus so closely identified that we may say that men in the past dispensations could not have been saved apart 
from the works which God commanded, since the works were the manifestations of their faith; yet it was not 
the works by themselves which saved them, but their faith in God.  
—Charles F. Baker, A Dispensational Theology (Grand Rapids, MI: Grace Bible College Publications, 1971), 
283. 
  
[DR - Thus, HD teaches in the OT - no works = no salvation!]   
  
How do we become members of the Body of Christ that is being called out? By faith + nothing! Abraham 
became the Friend of God and his righteousness because of his faith + nothing also! And this was done just by 
believing what God said. Now if you were in an algebra class what would I be able to say? There’s an equality. 
Right? This is equal to this. Why? Because Abraham received eternal life the same way the Church age 
believer does, we all came in the same way. Now to make my point, how did people back here from Adam, 
Abel, Seth, Noah, and all the way up to Abraham, how did they come into a right relationship with God, faith + 
nothing? No way, but rather it was faith + sacrifice. They couldn’t approach God without the sacrifice. Coming 
up to the Cross even in Christ’s earthly ministry, did Jesus ever teach the concept of a salvation by faith and 
faith alone. No. What were they to do? They were still to be adherence to the Law of Moses, they also had the 
added responsibility of repentance and water baptism, + their faith. But faith alone wouldn’t cut it. Even in the 
early chapters of Acts, it wasn’t just faith and faith alone. They had to repent and be baptized, and that was a 
requirement. It wasn’t just empty words, but a requirement.  
—Les Feldick, “Questions and Answers from the Bible” (Part A, 10a, “How were people saved in Old 
Testament times?),  http://www.lesfeldick.org/lesqa-a.html#10a. 
  
[DR - Thus, HD teaches in OT - no works = no salvation!]   
  
The following long quote below in italics is from Randy White’s website. While he doesn’t say explicitly that 
believers in the OT were justified by faith plus works, he implies it, but qualifies it by saying that the OT doesn’t 
directly address the question of the condition for individual salvation. 
https://randywhiteministries.org/articles/old-testament-salvation-saved/ 



  
Furthermore, when we look at the people of the Old Testament in the dispensation of the Law, were they really 
saved simply by believing? If so, why the sacrifices? Were they all just symbolic? Was the blood on the 
doorpost at Passover symbolic? Would God have saved a believer who did not put the blood on the doorpost? 
Would a Jew who failed to participate in the Day of Atonement find atonement anyway, as long as that Jew 
had faith? I think we have a hard time proving that any pre-cross individual who simply believed that God 
would someday send a Savior would receive imputed righteousness and be saved. 
  
The real problem, in my estimation, is that we are asking the wrong question. In fact, we are asking a question 
which the Bible doesn’t answer (because it doesn’t ask that question).  
  
[DR - Does not Paul quote the Old Testament verses of Habakkuk 2:4, Genesis 15:6, and Psalm 32:1 in 
the book of Romans as his scriptural support for individual justification by faith? He certainly does! 
And though the thrust of the OT after Genesis 12 involves Israel’s national salvation, there are verses 
that teach individual justification by faith apart from works as Romans 1:16 and 4:1-7 make clear.] 
  
While this article will not give the specifics, I believe that the Old Testament is about the restoration of creation, 
and man’s dominion over it. Creation would be brought back to man’s dominion (and thus its intended glory) 
through a man (Abraham) who would produce a nation (Israel) who would produce a King, Who would have 
dominion over all the earth. The Old Testament does not concern itself with matters of individual salvation. 
When one reads of salvation in the Old Testament, it is the salvation of the nation and the created order. There 
is very little about heaven and hell or a personal relationship with God in the Old Testament. It is not that those 
in the Old Testament did not believe in individual salvation or in the resurrection or in the afterlife, it is that the 
Old Testament is simply about another subject: the salvation of the created order. Only with the current 
dispensation of grace did the individual become the prominent theological concern, and only in this 
dispensation are we taught that we are personally saved, have a personal relationship with God through 
Christ, and will immediately be in Heaven when we die. 
  
To ask questions about personal salvation in the Old Testament is intriguing, but beyond the scope of the text 
itself.  While we could have interesting speculations about what constituted personal salvation, any of our 
answers would be speculation.  And that which we don’t know, we should not answer with confidence! 
  
Still Not Sure? 
  
Before the age of Grace in which we live, there were plenty of people who lived by faith. Hebrews 11 gives a 
starter list for anyone wanting some further study. There are also plenty of people who were declared 
righteous in the Old Testament.  For example: 
  
Abraham believed, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness (Genesis 15:6) 
  
Phinehas killed two mockers of God’s law, “and it was reckoned to him for righteousness” (Psalm 106:30-31). 
  
Deuteronomy 24:12-13 says that if you do not keep the coat of a poor man, given as a pledge to a loan, then 
“it will be righteousness for you before the Lord your God.” 
  
Deuteronomy 6:25 says, “It will be righteousness for us if we are careful to observe all this commandment 
before the Lord our God, just as He commanded us.” 
  
Which of the above proof-texts shall we use to answer the question about Salvation before Christ? 
  



 

Further, one could build a pretty strong argument that obedience to the Law was the way to salvation during 
the dispensation of the Law. Consider these verses: 
  
“You shall therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, which if a man does, he shall live by them: I am the 
Lord.” (Leviticus 18:5, NKJV) 
  
“And testified against them, That You might bring them back to Your law. Yet they acted proudly, and did not 
heed Your commandments, but sinned against Your judgments, ‘Which if a man does, he shall live by them.’ 
And they shrugged their shoulders, stiffened their necks, And would not hear.” (Nehemiah 9:29, NKJV) 
  
“If he has walked in My statutes— And kept My judgments faithfully— He is just; He shall surely live!” Says the 
Lord God.” (Ezekiel 18:9, NKJV) 
  
“And I gave them My statutes and showed them My judgments, ‘which, if a man does, he shall live by them.’” 
(Ezekiel 20:11, NKJV) 
  
“And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.” (Luke 10:28, NKJV) 
  
“For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, ‘The man who does those things shall live by 
them.’” (Romans 10:5, NKJV) 
  
“Yet the law is not of faith, but ‘the man who does them shall live by them.’” (Galatians 3:12, NKJV)  
  
Can we really be dismissive of all these scriptures by declaring that those of previous dispensations were 
saved the same way that those of this dispensation are saved? I simply do not think the answer is that easy. 
Further, I think that such an answer marginalizes the severity of physical obedience to the Law for those who 
lived under the Law. And, perhaps of even greater consequence, I think that such an answer confuses the 
divisions between dispensations for those of us living and studying the Word of God today. 
  
If the test for salvation is always the same, then what is “rightly dividing the Word of truth” all about? I think it is 
this kind of sloppy division that has caused modern believers to partially release Old Testament Israelites from 
the Law and partially encumber New Testament believers with the Law. We have taken a middle-ground 
approach which has caused the necessary re-interpretation of the non-middle-ground passages of 
Scripture. When you rightly divide the Word, you will see that it clearly states requirements for personal 
salvation in the dispensation in which we live. It also clearly states our freedom from the Law, under Christ. 
Let’s be satisfied with the answers the Bible gives, and know that only when we are no longer seeing through a 
glass dimly will we have full answer for all our questions. 
  
[DR - Thus, HD teaches in the OT - no works = no salvation!] 
  
Thus, I stand by my conclusion that in contrast to classic dispensationalism, HD teaches that in past 
dispensations “works” were a necessary condition or result of justification by faith, making works 
ultimately necessary to be truly justified before God or individually saved. In contrast to this, Dr. 
Charles Ryrie stated the classic dispensational understanding of justification / salvation. 



  

 

He wrote: 
  

“The basis of salvation in every age is the death of Christ; 
the requirement for salvation in every age is faith; 
the object of faith in every dispensation is God; 

the content of faith changes in the various dispensations.” 
(Dispensationalism, p. 115) 

  
Why? Due to progressive revelation! 
  
Dr. Ryrie also wrote: 
  

“When Adam looked upon the coats of skins 
with which God had clothed him and his wife, 
he did not see what the believer today seeks 

looking back at the cross of Calvary. 
And neither did other Old Testament saints 

see what we can see today. There have to be 
two sides to this matter—that which God sees 

from His side and that which man sees from his.” 
(Dispensationalism, p. 115) 

 

For a further clarification of justification / salvation in the OT, I would encourage you to read chapter 7 (pp. 
155-212, “Has Progressive Revelation Changed the Gospel?”) in Thomas Stegall’s excellent book, The Gospel 
of the Christ. The book is available as a free PDF from Grace Gospel Press: 
  
http://www.gracegospelpress.org/free-downloads/ 



  

 

 
 

A Must Listen on Grace Global Radio 

  

I would also like to encourage you to tune in to some excellent grace-oriented Bible teaching 24/7 on GGR, 
including my present verse-by-verse series on Genesis: If the Foundations Are Destroyed, How Can the 
Righteous Stand? 
  
In addition, a panel discussion was recorded during the free time of the last two Fall Bible conferences at DBC. 
These are now available on GGR during the next month or so. Here is a letter of invitation to listen by Brad 
Ouellette regarding the 2018 Panel Discussion on “Kingdom Now” teaching: 
  
The 2018 Grace Global Radio Round Table Discussion on the topic of “The Rise of Kingdom Now Theology 



 

and The Decline of Dispensationalism” will air over the Christmas holiday on Grace Global Radio each day 
between 12/22–01/01.  This on-air round table discussion, recorded at the Duluth Bible Church Fall Bible 
Conference, focuses on the decline of classic dispensationalism in the evangelical church and the rise of 
“Kingdom Now” theology.  The program features: Dr. Andy Woods (Chafer Theological Seminary/Sugarland 
Bible Church); Dr. Mike Stallard (Friends of Israel); Dr. Dennis Rokser (Grace Institute of Biblical Studies/ 
Duluth Bible Church); Dr. Tom Stegall (Grace Institute of Biblical Studies/Duluth Bible Church); Pastor Jeremy 
Thomas (Fredericksburg Bible Church); Dr. John Clark (Grace Community Fellowship); Pastor Kurt 
Obermeyer (Flushing Bible Church); Pastor Brad Maston (Fort Collins Bible Church), and I serve as the 
moderator. 
  
GGR Broadcast Times (Eastern Time):  
  
12/22: 11am, 7pm 
12/23: 7am, 5pm 
12/24: 1am, 6am, 1pm, 6pm 
12/25: 12am, 8am, 12pm, 8pm 
12/26: 3am, 3pm 
12/27: 2am, 2pm 
12/28: 7am, 7pm 
12/29: 2pm, 10pm 
12/30: 8am, 1pm 
12/31: 5am, 9am, 5pm, 9pm 
1/1/19: 4am, 10am, 4pm, 10pm 
  
I am asking for your help in spreading the broadcast details for this timely discussion. As a reminder, you can 
listen to Grace Global on our mobile apps, our website at graceglobalradio.org, and on TuneIn Radio.  
  
By His Grace, 
Brad Ouellette - President - Grace Global Radio 
  
Regarding the 2017 Panel Discussion on “Lordship Salvation,” Brad also writes: The 2017 Round Table 
on Lordship Salvation will air the following dates and times on GGR: 
  
12/24: 11am, 11pm 
12/25: 5am, 5pm 
12/26: 8am, 8pm 
12/27: 3am, 3pm 
12/28: 3am, 3pm 
12/29: 6pm 
12/30: 9pm 
12/31: 10am, 10pm 
1/1/19: 7am, 7pm  
  
Thanks for promoting! 
  
Remember that these times are Eastern Standard Time. Thanks Brad and the team at Grace Global Radio. 

 

 

 


